= ae FOR THE | > i ra 


1885. | me ae 


SELECTMEN S REPORT 


FOR THE 


fear NDING MARCH?’ 1, 1885: 


HIGHWAYS. 


OLp BrLtLs BREAKING Roaps. 


Paid W. S. Reed, $20 00 
J. L. Wendell, 5 
John H. Bowers, 3 
Anson 8. Longa, 5 
H. F. Green, 6 30 
John McGilvrey, 3 

5 


Samuel Humphrey, 10 
D. R. Hutchinson, 23 84 
George W. West, 11 90 
K. P. Parkhurst. 13 07 
Geo. F. Hill, T 00 
Hazen G. Dodge, 4 32 
Charles G. Lawrence, 9 00 
Henry A. Lawrence, T 80 
William P. Melvin, 11 75 


F. D. Cook & Co., plank, 16 00 


— $154 53 


ae 


HIGHWAYS CONTINUED. 
® 


Paid Geo. F. Taft, castings for road ma- 


chine, $10 00 
K. P. Parkhurst, 17 08 
Anson 8. Longa, 17 00 
James Ferguson, 4 80 
Geo. Blanchard, 4 80 
Walter S. Reed, 17 60 
R. P. Hill, 31 62 
Horatio Bower, 18 62 
Hazen G. Dodge, 21 75 
C. A. Harris, 10 50 


Anson 8. Longa, cutting bushes, 24 38 
D. R. Hutchinson, highway work 


and breaking roads, T4 27 
Horace W. Wilson, highway work 
and breaking roads, | 66 63 
Geo. W. West, highway work and 
breaking roads, 41 69 
_ Orison Sanderson, 9 60 
Wm. T. Parker, T 70 
John Wheeler, 60 65 
James Hale, 4 80 
Wm. F. Patterson, 4 35 
Newton McClure, 15 70 
Fessenden & Lowell, team for road 
machine, 208 00 
A. A. Junkins, work on road ma- 
chine and highway, TT 99 
K. E. Parker, highway work, 21 95 


Richard Fretts, highway work, 22 11 

John O. Spalding, highway work, 9 50 

H. E. Herrick, highway work and 
breaking roads, 33 70 
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Paid Geo. C. Ingalls, highway work and 


breaking roads, $33 80 
Hugh McKean, highway work and 
breaking roads, 5 12 
Geo. R. Green, highway work and 
breaking roads, 12 00 
Daniel Jones, highway work and 
breaking roads, 16 00 
James L. Wendell, highway work 
and breaking roads, 13 00 
Joseph H. Foster, highway work 
and breaking roads, 3 30 
¥. D. McGilvrey, highway work and 
breaking roads, 4 50 
E. KE. Parker, highway work and 7 
breaking roads, 11 05 
C. C. Beard, highway work and 
breaking roads, 1 50 
Henry F. Herrick, highway work 
and breaking roads, 3 25 
John L. Reed, highway work and 
breaking roads, . 10 50 
John Hadlock, blade for road ma- 
chine, 6 50 
R. P. Hill, breaking roads, T 00 
W. 8S. Reed, work on highway and 
breaking roads, 6 40 
Wm. H. Patterson, work on high- 
way and breaking roads, 25 20 
Anson 5. Longa, work on highway 
and breaking roads, 9 02 
$1,005 O1 
BRIDGES. 


Paid F. D. Cook & Co., plank, $21 36 
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Paid Fessenden & Lowell, labor and 


plank, $6 32 
John G. Reed, painting Souhegan 

iron bridge, 12 50 
Porter & Co., paints and oils for 

Souhegan iron bridge, T 03 
W.S. Reed, plank, 20 42 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. | 


Paid M. V. B. Greene, printing town 


reports, $24 00 
W. H. Kennedy, watering trough, 

1882 and 1883, 6 00 
EK. C. Merrill, watering trough for 

1883, | 3 00 
W. 8S. Reed, watering trough, 3 00 
K. D. Franklin, watering trough for 

1883 and 1884, 6 00 


Wm. T. Parker, special appropri- 

ation for oil painting of Mrs. 

Gage, 100 00 
C. C. Beard, special appropriation 

for Memorial day, : 50 00 
Anson 8. Longa, mowing graveyard 

at old town house, 4 50 
Kimball Webster, civil engineer, 4 00 
K. EK. Parker, Judge of Probate, for 

hearing in Clough case, T 50 
W. J. Ayer, damage from water, 12 00 
W. M. West, cash paid for printing 

check lists, 10 00 


$67 63 
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Paid Wm. T. Parker. expense of commit- 


tee on Gage portraits, $23 90 
W. W. Pillsbury, returning births 

and deaths, 6 50 
W. W. Pillsbury, school books sup- 

plied, i 75 


H.S. Fields, bounty on woodchucks, 11 60 
KH. EK. Parker, bounty on woodchucks, 7 40 
©. C. Beard, bounty on woodchucks, 12 10 
Frank P. Jones, services at burials, 26 00 


J. B. Elliott, blacksmithing, 2 85 
QO. D. Kimball, printing tramp no- 
tices, 1 25 
Ward Parker, damage to sheep by 
dogs, 34 00 
David Cross, counsel, 5 00 
H. S. Fields, car fare, etc., 14 50 


$376 85 


—— 


GAGE MONUMENT. 


Paid M. Fitzpatrick, plan for . monu- 
ment, $16 00 
A. G. McAlpine & Co., monument, 218 00 

A. G. McAlpine & Co., lettering 


Mrs. Gage’s néme, age, &c.,.on 


monument, 12 85 
Expenses of committee, 28 00 


THORNTON’S FERRY CEMETERY. 
Paid David Jones, land for enlargement, $50 00 
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Paid Daniel Jones, moving wall and 


building fence, $33 70 

F. D. Cook & Co., lumber for 
fence, 13 00 

ABATEMENTS. 

Paid Henry T. Blood, abatement on tax 
in 1883, %o 00 

Jacob Hartshorn, abatement on tax 
in 1883, 50 

H. B. Harris, abatement on tax in 
1884, 3 60 

Dana R. Hutchinson, abatement on 
list of 1883, 14 13 

Dana R. Hutchinson, abatement on 
list of 1884, 3 70 


Dana R. Hutchinson, aidanant on 
taxes paid before July and 
September, 92 59 


COUNTY POOR. 


Paid H. 8. Fields, aid to County poor, $15 00 
W. H. Kennedy,.‘* oe 8 00 
J. T. Jones, aid to tramps, 8 00 
Joseph Blanchard, aid to tramps, 52 50 


ed 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid Wm. M. West, services as clerk, $35 00 


$96 TOs. 


$119 52 


$83 50 
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Paid Wm. M. West, services as supervi- 
sor, $12 00 
Wm. M. West, services as auditor, 2 00 

Geo. W. Darrah, services as super- 
visor, 12 00 
G. W. Darrah, services as auditor, 2 00 

H. E. Herrick, services as supervis- 


or for 1883, 12 00 
W. W. Pillsbury, supt. school com- 
mittee, 60 00 
Dana R. Hutchinson, services as 
collector, 76 15 
Dana R. Hutchinson, services as 
moderator (two times), 5 00 
Matthew P. Nichols, services as 
treasurer, 90 00 
Hermon 8. Fields, services as_ se- 
lectman, : 90 00 ® 
Everett EH. Parker, services as se- | 
lectman, 70 00 
Cleaveland C. Beard, services as 
selectman, 60 00 
$486 15 
SUMMARY. 
Paid Highways, old bills, $154 53 
-Highways and breaking roads, 1,005 Ol 
Bridges, 67 63 
Incidental expenses, 376 85 
Gage monument, 274 85 
Thornton’s Ferry cemetery, 96 70 


_Abatements, 119 52 
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* Paid County poor, $83 50 
Town officers, 486 15 
— $2,664 74 


Most respectfully submitted, 


HERMON 8. FIELDS, 

EVERETT E. PARKER, 

CLEAVELAND C. BEARD, 
Selectmen of Merrimack. 


We have examined the above accounts and find them 
correctly cast and properly vouched. 


GEORGE W. DARRAGH, 
WILLIAM M. WEST, 
‘ Auditors of the Town of Merrimack. 


MERRIMACK, N. H., February 28, 1885. 


TREASURERS REPORT. 


——2.0;@500— 


@ 
Lown of Merrimack in account with M. P. Nichols, Treas. 


Cr. 

By cash on hand March 1, 1884, $16 85 
Balance of bank account, exclusive of 

dividends, March 1, 1884, 3,228 90 
Cash of D. R. Hutchinson, taxes collect- 

ed for the year 1883, 1,230 28 
Cash of D. R. Hutchinson, taxes collect- 

ed for the year 1884, 3,069 13 
Cash received of State Treasurer as. 

railroad tax, 593 47 
Cash received of State Treasurer as 

savings bank tax, 2,223 22 
Cash received of State Treasurer as 

literary fund, 112 56 
Cash received of State Treasurer as 

bounty on woodchucks, 31 10 
Dividends received of the agent of the 

Gage school fund, © 454 23 

— $10,959 74 
Dr. 


To paid town orders drawn current year 
1883, $315 72 
Paid town orders drawn current year 
1884, 2,467 24 
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Paid agents for the several school dis- 
tricts for the year 1884, $1,935 83 


Paid school-house tax District No. 1, 35 00 
““ $ ‘ + 6 73 6, 44 44 
“c 6é ‘é 73 6é 74 (es 30 00 
‘6 6 66 ““ a3 66 a: AS 00 


Paid County® Treasurer, county tax 
1884, 1,068 69 
Paid State Treasurer, state tax 1884, 1,468 00 
Balance in savings bank, exclusive of 
dividends, March 1, 1885, 3,001 38 
Cash on hand March 1, 1885, 218 44 


$10,959 74 


FINANCIAL STANDING OF THE TOWN 
MARCH 1, 1885. 


Due to the town from D. R. Hutchinson, 

on his tax list for the year 1883, $31 78 
Due to the town from D. R. Hutchinson, 

on his tax list for the year 1884, 1,039 81 
Balance of bank account, exclusive of 


dividends, March 1, 1885, 3,351, 38 > 2 
Bank dividends accrued July 1, 1884, 520 69 
Cash on hand March-1, 1885, 218 44 


$5,162 10 


LIABILITIES. 


Unpaid order drawn current year 1881, $11 50 
Unpaid order drawn current year 1882, 17 45 
Unpaid orders drawn current year 1884, 197 50 
$226 45 
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Balance in favor of the town, $4,935 65 


M. P. NICHOLS, 
Town TREASURER. 
MbrrimMack, March 1, 1885. 


We have examined the above report of the Treasurer of 
the town of Merrimack and find it correctly cast and prop- 
erly vouched. 

GEORGE W. DARRAH, 
WILLIAM M. WEST, 
AUDITORS OF MERRIMACK. 

MERRIMACK, March 1, 1885. 


STATEMENT OF THE 
Joseph N. Gage School Fund 
MARCH 4, 1885. 


Manchester Savings Bank, of Manchester, N. 

H., exclusive of interest from July Ist, 

1884, $5,681 25 
Amoskeag Savings Bank, of Manchester, N. H., 

exclusive of interest from Dec. Ist, 1884, 1,162 48 
Mechanics Savings Bank, of Nashua, N. H., 

exclusive of interest from July Ist, 1884, 2,914 13 
Guaranty Savings Bank, of Manchester, N. H., 

exclusive of interest from April Ist, 1884, 2,328 00 
In the last named bank, exclusive of interest 

from October 7th, 1884, 57 00 
Seven shares Lawrence National Bank, of 

Lawrence, Mass., exclusive of interest 

from October Ist, 1884, 875 00 
Twelve shares National Pemberton Bank, of 

Lawrence, Mass., exclusive of interest 

from October Ist, 1884, 1,680 00 


$14.697 86 


Income due on the above, and paid over July 
Ist, 1884, as per request of will and vote 
of the town, $412 57 


emma me Se Wie INT 


OF THE 


JANE N. GAGE SCHOOL FUND 


MARCH 1, 1885. 


Mechanics Savings Bank of Nashua, N. H., ex- 

clusive of interest from July 1st, 1884, $2,000 00 
Income from same July Ist, 1884, and paid 
over as per request and vote, 41 66 


The entire expense and care attending the two 
funds, for the year ending March Ist, 1885, $50 00 


C. S. NESMITH, Trustee. 
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PNNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTER 


: OF? THE 


TOWN OF MERRIMACK, 


FOR? THE 


SCHOOL YEAR 1884-85. 


The following is the report of your committee: 


The schools, during the year, have done fairly well, but 
the standard taken is far below that which should have 


been with the amount of money expended. 


During the year the “Gage School Fund” became avail- 
able, the interest of which amounted to four hundred and 
fifty-four dollars and seventeen cents, ($454.17), appor- 
tioned by the selectmen as follows, the basis of apportion- 
ment bring all children between the ages of 5 and 15 in 


town the first day of April: 
DIsTRICT. No. OF SCHOLARS, 

NO. 1 16 
legos 8 
31 
19 
13 
T 
29 
T 
ts 
6 
10 


Total, 169 


Ne “ ~~ ~ ~e “ “ wo 


“ 


be © OTD oe CO 


o~ 
o~ 
— 


~~ 


Each scholar received $2.68 7-10. As this sum was inter- 
est for less than a year we shall receive in the future a 


larger amount. 


AMOUNT. 


$43 
21 
83 
ol 
34 
18 
17 
18 
61 
16 
26 


00 
50 
dl 
06 
94 
81 
94 
81 
81 
12 
87 


a 


$454 


17 


20 


. 

It must be apparent to every one that a different distri-. 
bution of the school money should be made, so that each 
scholar may have at least an equal number of weeks 
schooling. 

This year, District No. 3, received over one-fifth of the 
“Gage Fund,” with a prospect in the near future of in- 
creasing that ratio; .in 1879 this district had only 14 
scholars between the ages of 5 and 15; in 1884, 31 be- 
tween the same ages, a gain of 17. Most of the other dis- 
tricts have decreased, notably in District No. 4, which, in 
1879, had 24 scholars, and in 1884 but 19; the coming year 
the number will not exceed 12. 

It is not economy to be narrow minded in the education 
of our young, for upon them the future welfare and good 
name of the town depends. Is it not, then, plainly our 
duty to fit them for this work to the best of our ability? 

Your committee does not see any better way out of this 
dilemma than to abolish the present system and adopt a 
better one. It may not be generally known that the dis- 
trict system is a more recent one than the town, but such 
is the fact. | 

Your committee thinks there isa need of a higher grade 
school. Quite a number of our school children are attend- 
ing higher schools and many more would gladly avail 
themselves of the privilege if the town would give them 
the proper opportunity and encouragement. 


TEACHERS. 


Although our teachers have been as good, perhaps, as 
the average country teacher, yet they should be still bet- 
ter. What seems most needed is a special training for 
school work. It might oblige us to pay higher wages but 
the improvement in our schools would make it a good in- 
vestment. 


21 
* The examinations of teachers only tests the scholar- 
ship of the candidates and does not necessarily prove their 
fitness to teach. , 

The natural tact to teach should be supplemented by 

proper training. . Lawyers, physicians, ministers, mechan- 
ics and artisans are obliged to undergo a course of study 
and training before being allowed to ply their vocations. 
But no one compels you to consult any particular lawyer 
or physician, or attend any particular church, nor employ 
any particular mechanic or artisan to build your house or 
construct a machine. And yet, in educating your chil- 
dren, you are obliged to send toa certain school or lose 
the benefit of the tax which you are compelled to pay, 
therefore, the town or state isin duty bound, since it com- 
pels you to send to the school for which you pay a tax, to 
see that the teachers who teach them are well qualified. 

It is the conviction of your committee that all district 

teachers, at least, should be examined by a board of edu- 

cation, independent of the town, thereby preventing much 
that is under the present law very perplexing and unsatis. 
factory. i 

No change has been made in text-books during the year. 
Colburn’s Mental Arithmetic has been reintroduced with ex- 
cellent results, notably in District No. 12, where nearly 
the whole schoo! became interested. 

No text-book on Physiology relating especially to stim- 
ulants and narcotics, has been decided on, but in one school 
we have at presenta class using Hutchins’ Laws of Health. 

@ 


SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


District No. 2, school-room is unfit for use and should be 
repaired as soon as possible. 

Improvements have been made in the following dis- 
tricts: No. 1, well dug and pump placed therein; No. 6, 
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new plastering, paint and paper; No. 9, about 100 square. 
feet of black-board aud seats re-arranged. 

More hlack-board surface is needed in Districts Nos. 2, 
5,and 7. Most of the school-rooms need better ventila- 
tion, and thermometers should be placed in all rooms so 
that teachers may keep a more even temperature. Some 
schools, the past winter, have been much interfered with 
by irregular attendance caused by scholars taking cold 
while in the school-room. 

The money for schooling during the year was as fol- 
lows: Apportionment required by law, $1,284.50 ; literary 
fund, $101.49; dog tax, $46.96; extra, $48.75; “Gage 
Fund,” $454.17; making a total of $1,935 87. This does 
not include money from Amherst or Bedford. No. 6 re- 
ceived from Amherst about $20.00; No. 12 from same 
town, $29.71; that from Bedford not known by your com- 
mittee. Districts Nos. 9 and 12 raised extra school money 
as follows: No. 9, $25.00; No. 12, $26.87, which is in- 
cluded above. The following districts raised extra money 
for repairs and improvements as follows: No. 1, $35.00; 
No. 6, $44.44; No. 7, $30.00, and No. 9, $25.00; all of 
which have been well expended. 

During mye term of office, as committee, the town has 
cheerfully met every request for money to furnish needed 
books and supplies. There are many other things that . 
might be of use, for which, a portion of the “Jane N. Gage 
Fund” might be applied. 

The following tables of studies and statistics will inform 
you, to a greater extent, of the work done. Thanking you 
for the uniform courtesy shown me in the past, this report 
is respectfully submitted. 


WARREN W. PILLSBURY, 
Supt. ScHoout Com. 
Merrimack, N. H., March 3, 1885. 
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Reading and Spelling. 
Penmanship. 
Arithmetic. 


— 
vais iad 
_ 
NS 


‘abe 
20 
28 25 
24|24 


20/16 
14 
1818 


4| 4 


= a ee 
ee Se 


— 
-_ 
t 
N 
~~ 


eh ea erate CG) Re LUO ES: 


| 


ee 


Se ee 


Vocal Music. 


Composition. 
i ae eS Physiology. 


Geography. 
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Book-] 


— 


Keeping. 


Algebra. 


-_ 


Astronomy. 
Philosophy. 


ROLL OF HONOR, 


Including the names of all pupils who have been present 
every half day of a term without being tardy: 


DISTRICT NO. I. 


Sammer Term—Daisy A. Green, Roxanna McKean, 
Henrietta Pease, Marietta Pease, Leon L. McIntire. 
Fall Term—Alice D. McIntire. ‘pha 
Winter Term-—~Louie H. Ingalls, Leon L. Melntire, 
Allie D. Read. 
DISTRICT NO. II. 


Summer Term—Laura E. Fretts, Clara M. Longa, Ella 
M. Seavey, Edward P. West, Arthur A. West. 
Winter Term—Ella M. Seavey. 


DISTRICT NO. III. 


Summer Term—Daisy B. Read, Bertha L. Lowell, Louis 
J. Read, Herbert A. Bennett, Arthur G. Gordon, Robert 
M. Gordon. 

Fall Term—Daisy B. Read. 

Winter Term—Lounis J. Read. 


‘ DISTRICT NO. IV. 


Summer Term—Martha Worcester, John Worcester, 
Wilbert W. Blanchard. 

Winter Term—Clara W. Griffin, Abbie M. Griffin, Fred 
L. Scagel, Wilbert W. Blanchard. 
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DISTRICT NO. V. 


Summer Term—M. Annie McClure. 
Fall Term—George H. Humphrey, Emma F. Humphrey. 


DISTRICT NO. VI. 
Summer Term—Mamie E. Smith, Alvah A. Jenkins. 
DISTRICT NO. VII. 


Summer Term—-Mary A. Donovan, Mildred E. Beard, 
Etta M. McGilvrey George Allen, Willie Allen, Jakie H. 
Longa, Willie A. Longa. 

Fall Term—Mary A. Donovan, Laura A. Barlow, Dora 
M. Stevens, Dennis Donovan, Frank A. Barlow. 

Winter Term—Mary A. Donovan, Lena M. Parker, Ira 


E. Allen. 
DISTRICT NO. VIII. 


Summer Term—J. Etta Longa, Percy Blood. 

Winter Term—J. Etta Longa, Percy Blood, Freddie W. 
Longa. 

a DISTRICT NO. IX. 

Summer Term—Jennie M. Read, Amy Henderson, Ada 
L. Seaverns, Frankie P. Ayer, Josie C. Ayer, Lena Hen- 
derson, Edith E. Read, Willie F. Henderson, Josiah Hen- 
derson, Arthur R. Herrick, Arthur Seaverns, Sammie E. 
West. 

Fall Term—Jennie M. Read, Amy Henderson, Ada L. 
Seaverns, Arthur R. Herrick, Willie F. Henderson. 

Winter Term—Arthur R. Herrick, Frank J. McQuesten, 
David McQuesten. 


DISTRICT NO. XI. 


Summer Term—Minnie R. Karr, Lizzie M. Karr. 
Winter Term—Minnie R. Karr, Lizzie M. Karr. 
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Gardner platen Eugene Shattuck, both F Pati 
Willie H. Kennedy. 5 
Winter Term—Amy L. Bailey, Flora N. Hodge ma 


Belle Kennedy, Elmer Campbell, Wesley Bailey, : ‘in B 


Bailey. 
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